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ABOUT THIS SEMINAR

Competition law and intellectual property law both recognise the importance of brand value and brand 
protection. Despite this, there is relatively little interaction and cross-fertilisation between the two legal 
communities on how they approach the same issues. 

In organising this joint event on Brand Protection and Competition, the OFT and University College London’s 
Institute of Brand and Innovation Law are providing a forum which brings together those different perspectives.  
Our aim is to explore common themes and areas of conflict between two legal disciplines, with particular 
reference to recent legal developments in both fields. 

Leading speakers from competition law, intellectual property law and business will consider issues including:

•	 the protection of brand value under the competition rules; 
•	 the interaction of the competition rules with intellectual property law; and
•	 L’Oreal v Bellure and other recent developments in the law. 

We hope that the Brand Protection and Competition event represents the beginning of a constructive dialogue 
between the competition law and intellectual property law communities on the topic of brand protection. 

This seminar is accredited with 2.5 CPD hours by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA reference is IU/UCL) 
and the Bar Standard Board. It is also accredited by ITMA and constitutes relevant CPD for CIPA Fellows.

ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

PHILIP COLLINS
Philip Collins became Chairman of the OFT in 
2005 and has recently been reappointed for a 
second term. He is a solicitor who has practised 
in the UK and EU competition law field for 
more than 30 years, initially in London and 
latterly in Brussels. He was formerly a partner in 
Lovells where, in 1978, he was the first partner 
appointed to specialise in competition law.  With 
the subsequent development of the practice, 
he was made head of the firm’s competition 
and EU law practice. Subsequently, and until 
30 September 2005, he was Senior Counsel at 
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale & Dorr LLP, based 
in Brussels. He was one of the founders of the 
Competition Law Forum established at the 
British Institute of International and Comparative 
Law and a member of its Advisory Board from 
its foundation in 2002 until 2005.  He is also a 
member of the Editorial Board of the ‘European 
Competition Journal’. At the OFT, he has focused 
on Board development, the senior management 
structure of the organisation and on significant 
strategic and policy issues where his professional 
background and experience are relevant.

DEBORAH PLATT MAJORAS
Deborah Platt Majoras is currently Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel for the Procter 
& Gamble Company in Cincinnati, Ohio, USA, 
and on February 1 she will become Chief Legal 

Officer and Secretary.  Since joining P&G in 2008, 
she has focused globally on antitrust, litigation, 
and compliance, playing a leading role in creating 
a new global legal compliance programme and 
in strengthening litigation capabilities.  In her 
new role, she will oversee a legal department 
that includes approximately 300 lawyers around 
the globe and is responsible for the broad scope 
of legal functions for all of P&G and its 130,000 
employees.  From 2004 to 2008, she served as 
Chairman of the Federal Trade Commission, 
where she focused on ensuring data security and 
protecting consumers from emerging frauds, 
such as identity theft and spyware and served 
as co-chair of the President’s Identity Theft Task 
Force.  She also worked to implement sound 
antitrust policy regarding intellectual property, 
increase the efficiency and transparency of 
the merger review process, and strengthen 
cooperation among antitrust agencies around 
the world.  Prior to the FTC, she served as 
Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General at 
the Department of Justice Antitrust Division.  
After clerking in federal court in D.C., she 
joined Jones Day, where she ultimately became 
a partner in the firm’s antitrust practice.  She 
continues to pursue her strong interest in sound 
competition and consumer policy as Co-Chair 
of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce International 
Competition Policy Working Group, as a member 



of the governing council of the American Bar 
Association’s Antitrust Section, and as an advisor 
to the International Competition Network.  She 
also serves on the Boards of the Cincinnati Legal 
Aid Society, the Georgetown Law Corporate 
Counsel Institute, the Ohio Chamber of 
Commerce, and Westminster College, from 
which she has a B.A.  She earned her J.D. from 
the University of Virginia.

THE HON MR JUSTICE ROTH
The Hon Mr Justice Peter Roth was appointed 
a Justice of the High Court in October 2009.  
He was previously in practice as a barrister 
specialising in competition and administrative 
law, and appeared in many leading cases before 
the Court of Appeal and the Competition Appeal 
Tribunal.  He was chairman of the Competition 
Law Association between 2003 and 2009 and 
a Visiting Professor at King’s College, London, 
from 2004 and 2009.  He is the joint editor of 
Bellamy & Child, European Community Law of 
Competition.

CHRISTOPHER STOTHERS
Christopher Stothers, a solicitor-advocate in 
England and Wales, is a counsel in Arnold & 
Porter (UK) LLP’s intellectual property litigation 
group in London. He concentrates his practice 
on patent, trade mark, copyright, and design 
litigation, pharmaceutical regulation, European 
Union law, antitrust and competition law, 
together with commercial litigation and 
arbitration. He is active in opposition work before 
the European Patent Office and also currently 
serves as an arbitral panelist for .eu domain name 
disputes administered by the Czech Arbitration 
Court. Dr Stothers is a regular conference 
speaker, having presented papers at the 
Fordham Intellectual Property Conference, the 
Licensing Executives Society, the Practising Law 
Institute, the American Intellectual Property Law 
Association, and the College of Europe. He is also 
active in pro bono matters, including cases on 
retirement pensions for transgender individuals 
before the Social Security Commissioners and 
Court of Appeal. His work on one of these cases 
was rated top of the Dispute Resolution section 
of the Financial Times Innovative Lawyers Awards 
2008 and was shortlisted for the LawWorks Pro 
Bono Awards 2008.

MICHAEL MILLER
Michael Miller is the European Head of Legal 
for Amazon, one of the world’s leading online 
retailers.  Amazon.com, Inc., a Fortune 500 
company based in Seattle, opened on the World 
Wide Web in July 1995 and today offers Earth’s 

Biggest Selection. Amazon.com, Inc. seeks to 
be Earth’s most customer-centric company, 
where customers can find and discover anything 
they might want to buy online. Amazon.com 
and other sellers offer millions of unique new, 
refurbished and used items in categories such 
as Books; Movies, Music & Games; Digital 
Downloads; Electronics & Computers; Home & 
Garden; Toys, Kids & Baby; Grocery; Apparel; 
Shoes & Jewelry; Health & Beauty; Sports & 
Outdoors; and Tools, Auto & Industrial. Amazon 
and its affiliates operate websites, including 
www.amazon.com, www.amazon.co.uk, www.
amazon.de, www.amazon.co.jp, www.amazon.fr, 
www.amazon.ca, and www.amazon.cn. Michael 
has over 10 years experience in ecommerce with 
Amazon, having joined in March 1999 originally 
as its UK Legal Director and since 2005 as its 
VP and AGC for Legal in Europe.  He began 
his career with Deacons Graham & James in 
Brisbane, Australia and subsequently worked at 
Cameron McKenna in London prior to joining 
Amazon. Michael is 38 years old, married with 
three daughters and has lived in Luxembourg, 
where Amazon’s European headquarters are 
located, for the past five years. He holds degrees 
in Law and Computing Science from QUT, 
Brisbane.

ALI NIKPAY
Ali Nikpay is a Senior Director at the UK’s Office 
of Fair Trading and a member of its Senior 
Executive Team. He is responsible for cartel and 
criminal enforcement. Prior to this he was Senior 
Director for Policy and led its international and 
European work. He co-edits “Faull & Nikpay, 
The EC Law of Competition”, one of the leading 
texts in the field (published by Oxford University 
Press). He is also on the Editorial Boards of World 
Competition and the European Competition 
Journal, and was a Visiting Fellow at the London 
School of Economics. Before joining the OFT he 
worked at DG COMP, Clifford Chance and was 
a member of the CBI’s Competition Panel. In 
December 2009 he was selected by the Lawyer 
journal as one of its “Top 100 lawyers”.

THE HON MR JUSTICE ARNOLD
The Hon Mr Justice Richard Arnold was called 
to the Bar of England and Wales in 1985 and 
became a QC in 2000. At the Bar he specialised 
in intellectual property law, entertainment and 
media law and information technology law. He 
was Chairman of the Code of Practice for the 
Promotion of Animal Medicines Committee from 
2002 to 2008, an Appointed Person hearing 
trade mark appeals from 2003 to 2008 and a 
Deputy High Court Judge from 2004 to 2008. 



He was appointed to the High Court, Chancery 
Division in October 2008. He is the author of 
Performers’ Rights (4th ed, Sweet & Maxwell, 
2008), the editor of the Halsbury’s Laws title on 
trade marks (4th ed, Butterworths, 2007 reissue), 
was editor of Entertainment and Media Law 
Reports from 1993 to 2004 inclusive and has 
published numerous articles in legal journals.

THE RT HON LORD JUSTICE JACOB
The Rt Hon Lord Justice Jacob is in charge of the 
Court of Appeal intellectual property list and sits 
on most appeals in IP cases and nearly all patent 
cases. He is a Judicial Visitor at UCL Laws. After 
reading Natural Sciences at Cambridge, Sir Robin 
then read for the Bar and an LLB from the LSE. 
He practiced at the Intellectual Property Bar from 
1967. From 1976 to 1981 he was the Junior 
Counsel for the Comptroller of Patents and for 
Government departments in intellectual property. 
He was made a Queen’s Counsel in 1981 and 
his practice took him abroad often (Hong Kong, 
Singapore, Europe, USA, Australia). His practice 
at the Bar involved working with experts in 
many fields – scientists or engineers concerned 
with the technology of a particular patent case, 
accountants concerned with valuation of patents 
and so on. He was appointed to the Bench in 
1993. From 1997 to 2001 he was Supervising 
Chancery Judge for Birmingham, Bristol and 
Cardiff. He was appointed a Lord Justice of 
Appeal in October 2003. He was Treasurer of 
Gray’s Inn in 2007. He has written extensively 
on all forms of intellectual property. He is 
President of the Intellectual Property Institute, 
Hon President of the UK branch of the Licensing 
Executive Society, and Hon President of the 
Association of Law Teachers.
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